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To NATHANIEL TRACY
Head Quarters, September 2, 1775.

You are hereby authorized and impowered to take up for the Service of the sd. Colonies
so many Vessels as shall be necessary for the transporting a Body of Troops to be
detached from this Army on a secret Expedition: Freight of such Vessels to be paid in such
a Manner and at such a Rate as is indorsed hereon: And in Case of Loss or Damage to
such Vessels or any of them such Loss or Damage to be compensated by the Publick
according to an Estimation to be made before the sd. Vessels proceed in the above

Service.1

1n the writing of Joseph Reed. The vessels were to take Arnold's troops to the Kennebec River, whence he
started on his march against Canada. Reed added a note to the draft that Colonel Orne, of Marblehead, Mass.,
and two other persons were to appraise the vessels before they proceeded.
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